Diagnosis of mental disorders among Turkish and American clinicians.
Turkish and American clinicians from two centres in each country were compared in terms of diagnosing mental disorders in standard cases and in terms of stereotypes of symptomatology. Statistical comparisons showed that the American clinicians rated higher symptom severity in the cases and in the stereotypes. In the diagnoses assigned the particular orientations of the centres became evident. Confidence in diagnosis was rather high in spite of inadequate information in the short cases. The shortcoming of psychiatric classification due to differences among clinicians and the need for more studies of their inferential strategies were pointed out.